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Sociology for Law Students, (1988), T. K. Oommen and
).53
C.N. Venugopal, Eastern Book Co., Lucknow, pp. xvi + 467, Rs.55.
This comprehensive, literate and frequently stimulating book provides an
introduction to basic sociological concepts (chapters 1 through 9), analysis of social
structure of Indian society (mainly in chapters 10 through 17) and a review of social
problems and conflicts in contemporary India (chapters 18 through 25). With the
exception of the first nine chapters, devoted largely to European and American
writers, the context throughout is South Asian, not Western society, and the citations
are to research and data from India rather than from the voluminous literature on
North America. As a result; the relevance of sociological interpretation to the
concrete and practical problems with which the practice of law in India is concerned is
enhanced. It is not however a book on the sociology of law nor a review of legal cases.
The application of sociology to the problems of law must be supplied by the
instructor.
Such an organisation perhaps reflects the commitment of the Series Editor,
Dr. Madhava Menon, to the clinical method of teaching law. This places a
responsibility on faculty to provide legal cases, published reports and field exercises to
develop a students understanding of the substantive and procedural law and the
connections between the legal institutions and practice and the society within which
the legal prof~ssion flourishes. To build a connection between the legal studies and a
discipline such as sociology is not a simple task. The world over professional students
(e.g. law, medicine, engineering) feel pressed to master a large amount of material
and to pass examinations so that they may enter into an apprenticeship in the
profession. They typically have little patience for any subject which they may see as
on the periphery or outside the working concerns of their profession. Only if their
mentors in the professional faculty assign real problems involving sociology and the
profession will students take the matter seriously. This faculty, as professionals (e.g.
lawyers) and presumably role models, choosing case materials from within their
sphere of interests, are likely to be more effective than a selection of applications
incorporated within the textbook itself. A few case examples, requiring the use of
sociological data may be more useful than a large number of specific findings. For
example, sociological studies on the distribution of criminal offences by social class,
gender and area, studies of the informal organisation of police work and data on
unemployment, education and housing, and studies of court administration, may all
contribute to a more realistic understanding of the nature of criminal law in action
and the practice of prosecution and defence lawyering in particular. But the case
examples are better chosen by the concerned faculty than assembled at a distance by
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sociological writers, hence the layout of this textbook seems appropriate. In fact, the
book would be excellent not only for legal education but in any curriculum where the
focus is on society in India.
No textbook is short enough for the taste of the student nor long enough for the
interests' of the reviewer. This book is no exception. Chapter 4, in my opinion, is not
on a level with the others and is not really adequate on research methods. It does not
provide the novice with an appreciation of the fallibility of much social data, problems
of sampling error and generalizability, or of how relationships may be measured and
indexed~ Given the book's identification with legal education, as well as the great
importance of law and government in the mixed political economy of modern India, I
would have preferred longer sections on polity (chapter 13) and law (chapter 15).
Given the excellent choice of focal problems which provide much of value for
discussions of legal factors in social order and social connict, it is unfortunate that a
1988 book has a number of citations to the 1971 census and even to 1961 (e.g. page
340) and 1951 (page 352)
Nonetheless, taken as a whole this is a very successful book. The authors have a
sure sense of significant problems, they address them with clear analysis and they
provide an analytic framework for introducing a host of issues related to the law. The
consistent grounding of the interpretation in empirical studies of Indian society and
the general level of literacy and clear writing style set a high standard for this Pre-law
Education Series.
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